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MODERN MEDIA
Task A:

About 20 years ago I had to write an essay, the topic was: “What does the world look like in 20 years”. I was in a year 7 class in the Danish “folkeskole” and it was a very difficult task, because I had no idea of how the world would look like today. I had to guess and use my imagination. 

One of the things that I wrote about was the modern media.

I imagined that it was possible to shop while sitting at home, through the computer or the television. I imagined that we were able to look at a screen and watch the person that we were talking to on the phone.

I imagined that it was possible to choose at what time you wanted to watch a certain television program, whenever it suited you. 

For me these thoughts were quit imaginative and I had a hard time believing in them, but you never know what will happen in the future.

Sitting here 20 years later and all I imagined is more or less a reality, it is rather funny. What was fantasy then is real life now.

The development has gone with amazing rapidity in those 20 years and it continues.

As a child I didn’t even have the imagination to think of all the things that are possible today, and even as a grown up it is hard to realize. The development continues they keep on inventing things to make life easier for people like you and me and to make the world smaller. 

A modern media that has developed rapiditly is the mobile phone. If Graham Bell knew what his invention would lead to, I think he would turn in his grave a couple of times and be very proud.

Almost every person between the age of 10 and 40 owns a mobile phone. For some people the mobile phone plays a great role in their lives and they think they can’t live without it, for others it is just a phone. 

Some people can’t do without their mobile phone; to them the phone has many functions. With a mobile phone you don’t just have a phone to call others with, you also have a calendar to structure you day/life, you have the possibility to take pictures, listen to radio, make video clips, send emails, send text messages and a lot of other technically things. 

Communication plays a great role in everybody’s lives and with the mobile phone it has become easier to communicate. No one is further away than a text message.

“Over 2 million text messages are sent every hour in the U.K.”. 

Those who use text messages often, they have produced their own language and emoticons (compound signs to conveying tone or emotion in a message). (
Do I own a mobile phone? Yes of course!  And I have become more dependent on it than I wanted to. It is nice to know that you are always reachable if something should happen and I seldom leave home without my mobile phone. But I also know when to turn of the sound and when not to send text messages. Not all people know when to do that.

As a future teacher I think it is important to set limits to when it is allowed to use the mobile phone, and when to leave it soundless in the bag. It can be very disturbing both to the teacher and to the other pupils, if a pupil play games or write text messages on the mobile phone during lessons.

The mobile phone open up doors to people, they make the world smaller and increases communication. 

“Access to a whole range of communications and home entertainment technologies continues to grow strongly” and “almost half of all homes with children now have internet access”. 

Because of the modern media the world is getting smaller, not literally but through information. There is no place in the world so far away and undiscovered that you can’t find information about it. And you are fed with news from through out the world, also from countries far away.

In my opinion there is a good and a bad side to that. The good one is that you have the possibility to be well informed about situations in other parts of the world, and as a future teacher it gives me the chance to give my pupils the knowledge of current interest and relevant information about other countries and nations. I can use information from yesterday and not last year.

The bad side is, I think, that we are so well informed about everything that it can be difficult to se the seriousness in certain situations. Violence, sex content,  catastrophes and other crises are delivered to us all the time, and we watch it on the computer and in the news live every day, over and over again. It can be hard to distinguish all these information from each other and to see the gravity if it is everyday occurrence. What is reality and what is fiction? For some children it can have a frightening effect. It can also affect children in the opposite way, with so much violence and similar things on the internet and in the news every day it gets everyday life. The news bounces off and they don’t seem to realize the seriousness. It can be quit difficult to understand for a child and to sympathize with other people. 

But if we are aware of these things as parents and as teachers, I think that the possibility to deliver news and information is a good development and it gives people a wonderful opportunity to be well informed and to explore the world through modern media.

As a future teacher I thing the modern media, and the possibilities it gives us, is a wonderful aid to teaching. It is always possible to find current teaching material and to keep your pupils updated with news from the world. It gives you a big choice of teaching material and different points of view. Before the internet you would use a lot of time searching for teaching material that would be just a little bit current, now you can use a lot of time sorting suitable material out, because you have so much to choose from. 

That can also be the bad side to the modern media, if you don’t know how to search and where. When searching for material you get a lot of unnecessary information and it can be a problem to restrict oneself. 

When children search on the internet they don’t always have an aim, they just surf. While surfing they sometimes come across sites not suitable for children to look at, such as porn.

As a teacher you have to be aware of it and take all the necessary precautions that are possible. It is possible to install some kind of filtering tool in the computer, and I think it is a good idea. In that way you can be quit sure that the pupils won’t become acquainted with certain sites, at least not in your lessons.

As a consumer of modern media and a future teacher I think we have to keep up with the development and realize that the modern media is here to stay, and is just waiting to be used. If we all help each other to use and not abuse the modern media, we have a great opportunity to give our pupils a  luggage full of useful information and knowledge that will educate our children to be a citizen in not just a country but in the world.

Task B3:

“REALITY TV”

Reality-shows have realism as an aim, and they offer “real” emotions that enable the viewers to recognition and identification. The viewers are present at a non-scripted and authentic show where everything is a matter of chance and everything can happen.

In Denmark we have several reality-shows, such as “Big Brother”, “Baren” and “Robinson ekspitionen”.

A reality-show offers conflicts, situations with crisis, reality and emotions. This is an important part of the media, of reality-shows.

“First person media” has Jon Dovery called it. 

It is a kind of program where you pick out a group of “ordinary” people and construct a setting where they have to live for some time, and the only item on the agenda is intimacy.

The competitors are to reflect on their feelings towards the others and their mutual relationships. 

And as a spectator, to a reality-show, you are in a position where you have the possibility to watch the competitors in private situations and you are offered intensity and unpredictable excitement.

The most important thing that reality-shows are based on is the competitor’s conflicts, the conflicts they have with each other and their following reaction.

It is not important that these reality-shows are a designed reality; the important thing is that they establish an emotional realism and that reality TV gives you an impression of reality.

The shows are organized in a way that they can establish a relation between the program and the spectator with an experience of authenticity, genuineness and spontaneity. That is possible because the programs are not scripted.

The formula seems to be authenticity, the competitors are aware of the cameras, and they show it by talking directly to the cameras. They know they are on live and they show it. Even though they are aware of that, they expose themselves and they give us authenticity.

Another formula in reality-shows is confession. When Jill won first prize in “Big Brother”, she might have won it because she delivered authenticity and confession. She told the other competitors and the viewers that she had been raped.

She exposed her self.

You can ask your self if “Big Brother” and the other reality-shows have anything to do with reality.

The answer is: No, but it can give you a kind of reality.

Reality TV can promote different things that have to do with reality, and looks like reality, but it is not “real” reality.

It is not real life because we know that it is a group of people, who has been through a casting and the program is directed in some way e.g. by tasks, votes and the like.
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