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Task A – Modern Media

Modern media

When talking about modern medias, I find myself obligated to state which media I am talking about at first. This article will be based on my oppinion about reality TV, both as a teacher and as a consumer. To define, what I would like to examine and state in this article, I will write one sentence, giving the full perspective of what this will be about: When talking about reality TV, it is not important to find out, how many people watch it, but why so many people watch it? I will try to give my oppinion and some suggestions to why, reality shows are so popular. 

TV today has a wide range of different programmes and many people have more than one or two channels. This means that there is a big demand for many different kinds of television programmes and there is a lot of competition between the TV-channels for the attention of the viewers. The increasing competion between the channels also means, that when it comes to making reality TV, a new reality programme has to be more extreme and demanding than the ones before.

Reality shows
Reality shows is very popular at the moment and I would have to admit, that I have seen some reality-shows myself, but personally, I could never participate in a reality show like Big Brother and as a teacher, I would never encourage any of my pupils to participate either. I believe, that you have to be willing to display yourself, both the good and the bad in you. You would also have to live with the feeling of being exploited by greedy business men, whos only interest in you, is how much money you will bring to his income. I know, this is a very narrow-minded statement and perhaps prejudice as well, but I have many difficulties understanding, what is going on in the minds of people being broadcasted on TV in a reality show, only because of their temper, their body or their skills in surviving.  

I feel that sometimes when watching a reality-show it is almost like going to the zoo. You observe people, the way they interact with each other, their feelings and emotions and you witnees every flaw in their character. And I believe, this is one of the reasons for reality shows being so popular. People get to study mankind under extreme circumstances and find out more about how the human mentality works. It is interesting to see, how far you can push somebody’s limits and what happens, when you trap people in a house or on a deserted island with strangers and expecting them to cooperate. 

The concept of Big Brother

When talking about one specific reality show, Big Brother, Executive Producer of the show in Britain, Gigi Eligoloff has said: “BB isn’t about being tough enough to survive hardship like not having enough to eat, it’s an experience where you have to rely on others to survive (...)”
. I understand this statement as a way for the producer to say, that they do not create the drama, the contestants inside the house create it. But I believe, this is wrong. The producers make the plot in Big Brother, they are responsible for the external surroundings, they have choosen the combination of people based on looks, brains and psychological conditions. 

Reality TV at schools

Though I am personally an opponent of reality TV, I do believe, that it would be a good idea to work with it in school, but not only as entertainment, mostly from a psychological point of view, where the pupils will have to consider, what makes the persons involved, react the way they do in a given situation. Most pupils in the 8th or 9th grade has seen reality shows like Big Brother or Robinson and therefore they have a personal approach to working with reality TV in school as well. Some reality shows are also broadcasted live 24 hours a day on the Internet and you could use the computer as well when working with reality Tv. 

Other modern medias

Other modern medias which could be interesting to work with in school are the Internet and mobile telephones. Some children spend most of their day in front of a computer screen, playing games or perhaps making new friends by chatting, but it is wrong if children does not get a chance to play with “real” friends, who does not hide behind a computer screen. And I feel the same way about mobile telephones. Why can’t children talk to the people standing right in front of them instead of numbers on a telephone. Though saying these things about computers and mobile telephones, I feel a bit hypocratic, because I keep contact with most of my friends through my mobile telephone, but on the other hand I feel there is a difference between being a child and an adult using a mobile telephone. As a teacher I think it is a good idea to work with the language used when chatting, because it is a whole new way of spelling and reading and it could be an integrated part of the children’s lives. 

The end of reality TV?

In some way, I think, that we will see more extreme reality programmes in the future and I am afraid it could get a bit out of control, if TV-producers want to make future shows more interesting and demanding than the ones before. Perhaps it will go from harmless fun to extreme fights for survival and it will be more than just curiosity and psychological studies. I do not know what the future will bring in terms of reality TV, but I am not afraid to say, that we have not seen the last of reality TV.  

Task B1 – The Big Brother Castle

Once upon a time there was this poor young man (named Philip), all alone in the world without a single friend or any family, who decided to try his luck. It all started when he heard about a terrific castle, all covered with gold and diamonds. The town drunk  told him about the castle, although Philip had no idea, why he was talking to him. The town drunk said, that somewhere there was a beautiful princess captured in a castle covered in gold and diamonds and the one, who could survive 7 days in the castle, passing the tests and not go insane, would win the princess and the entire kingdom. But he also told Philip, that it was not easy to keep sane, because once inside the castle you could not get out and a thousand eyes would follow your every move. 

Philip decided to give it a try and left his home to find this castle. He walked for 3 days and 3 nights, until he finally saw the steeple on the castle and he knew, that he had arrived. At the gates he saw hundreds of men like himself, wanting to enter the castle and win the princess, but the king of the castle cried out, that they only needed 3 men of an enourmous strength and courage. Each man had a conversation with the king and he dismissed most of them, until only 3 were left on his right hand; Prince Charming, Clumsy Hans and Philip.

They were let into the castle as soon as they had signed a piece of parchment, saying that they had entered the castle at their own risk. When Philip, the third contestant had entered, the gates closed and somebody locked them up tightly, followed by silence. The 3 men looked at each other and they all seemed to think to themselves, what am I doing here? 

They walked around to take a look at their home for the next 7 days, but when walking around the castle, each and every one of them felt supervised eventhough the only persons in the room besides themselves were dead people – the paintings on the wall. But wasn’t it as if the eyes in the paintings followed them around? Perhaps this was what the town drunk had meant, when he said, that a thousand eyes followed your every move.  

Suddenly Prince Charming, Clumsy Hans and Philip heard a voice from above. It said: “You have entered the Big Brother Castle and one of you are going to stay here for 7 days and perhaps win the Princess and the entire kingdom. We don’t want to push people to the edge
, but you might experience some things, which will forever change you. Two of you will be liminated until we only have one winner, the true prince who have passed all three tests. And remember, we will be watching you!” As soon as the voice had disapperead, they heard a young woman scream for help. They all ran to try to help the one in need. Prince Charming meet an old ugly woman with her finger stuck between two bricks, but he did not stop to help her, he was looking for the beautiful young girl. Clumsy Hans also refused to help the old woman, but Philip saw that the old woman was really in pain, so he stopped to help her. Prince Charming and Clumsy Hans could not find the young woman screaming, no matter how hard they looked for her, but suddenly they heard the voice of Big Brother again: “The scream, you heard came from the old woman, but two of you didn’t want to help her and that is why, Prince Charming has to leave the house.”

Day 2 and 3 in the castle went on very quickly, Philip did not mind the eyes following him, but Clumsy Hans got more and more paranoid and insecure and on day 4, Philip found him talking to a painting, though there was no eyes moving. The voice of Big Brother decided, that Clumsy Hans had to leave the house, but when he returned to the real world, he was so convinced, that someone was watching his every move and he lost his mind. The town counsil decided to hang Clumsy Hans, because he had several times attacked innocent people, when he was convinced they were following him. 

Philip spent day 5 and 6 alone in the castle, and despite the fact, that he still enjoyed the silence, he was beginning to miss seeing other people. On day 7, his last day in the Big Brother Castle, the voice of Big Brother (who was actually the King) told him, that the time had come for him to go and find the princess, who was trapped somewhere in the castle. Philip searched and searched, both in the dungeon and in the tower, but the princess was nowhere to be found. 

Suddenly Philip remembered the place, where he had found the old woman with the trapped finger and when he returned to that place, he saw, that there was a little hole between the bricks, where her finger had been trapped. Philip tried to remove the bricks and when he had succeseeded, he saw a bright light coming from a large room behind the bricks. He tore down the entire wall and suddenly he stood in a room with a bed and on that bed laid the most beautiful princess, he had ever seen. Philip walked up to her and kissed her and she woke from her sleep, he carried her out of the castle and he now knew, that he had survived the horrible time in the Big Brother Castle and he had won the princess and the entire kingdom. Philip and the princess got married and they lived happily ever after.  
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