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Modern Media

A:

  ”Good morning, this is the Radio News on the eleventh of February 2003. Parents who don’t allow their children to have a mobile phone prevent the children from socialization…” 

At first I couldn’t believe that I heard this on the Radio News. To me it seemed obvious that this item of news had been produced with help from more than one of the big mobile phone companies. As a parent  I wouldn’t change my opinion about mobile phones on account of this. For more than a year our eldest daughter had pestered my husband and I for a mobile phone. I remember shaking my head at her, when she argued that many of her friends had one, and that it seemed unbearable for her to exist with out one. We decided that she was to young, 10 at the time, and also that a mobile phone wouldn’t have a real purpose in her case. I did have a mobile phone myself, it made me feel better, because my children or their school would be able to reach me within a few seconds, but actually it didn’t have a real purpose either. When the mobile phone didn’t exist parents were reached otherwise. 

I admit I changed my opinion about mobile phones quite quick, you can’t fight development, and the mobile phone isn’t just a trendy flash in the pan. That summer when I exchanged my mobile phone with a new model, my daughter also became a mobile phone owner. Today, nearly 3 years later, we have 4 mobile phones in my family consisting of 5 people. 

I believe the Radio News did tell something true that morning in February, but it’s a fact that humankind needs some time to keep up with all the technological inventions. I wasn’t born on this planet to fight against these inventions, rather to take advantage of all the possibilities they create, which can help me during a week, in my spare time and in my working hours. 

I think the computer of all the technological inventions has caused most changes in peoples lives. As a future teacher I look at the computer as a tool on level with books. I won’t be able to keep up with the pupils if I can’t handle a computer, and I’ll have to live with the fact that some of them even know their way around it better than I do. To me it’ll feel very natural to ask the pupils with a superior knowledge of computers for help. I totally respect and understand the difference between me and them, the computer has always been a part of their lives, and I had to get use to it. You can’t ignore the computer and its importance, but I hope the future also leaves room for good old-fashioned skills, for example handwriting.

The Danish television success “Krøniken” has showed that when the television was introduced in Denmark, it took quite awhile until people actually believed that it was here to stay. Compared to that, the computer didn’t spent much time becoming an integrated part of people’s interior. A research made by ITC
 and BSC
 shows that access to the internet increases every year. In 2002 52% of respondents had internet access, in 2001 it was 47 %
. Now, about 3 years later the number is still growing, and you’re terribly out of reach of keeping up with time, if you’ll have to admit that the internet isn’t a part of your life. I’m sure it’ll be a compulsory skill in the future, to know how you surf on the internet. During my studies I’ve been glad that I possessed a pre-knowledge of how to use the computer, and also that I ‘m a computer owner. I know some fellow students who don’t have a computer, and therefore don’t know much about how to use it. It has been a big problem for them to keep up with homework, deals, copies etc., and they’ve spent a lot of time figuring out how software programmes like “Word” works.

I do feel a bit worried and scared when I think about how fast the development actually has been. My concerns are mostly about the ignorance of the future, and what it’ll bring. The kind of television programmes which viewers want today, are so extreme that I can’t imagine what’ll be next. Each time you turn on the television you’ll find at least one channel showing a reality show. The theme of these shows can be very varied, but you’ll surely see people with a special personality and a great desire for five minutes of fame. They’re all willing to pay a prize, such as humiliation, eating cockroaches or even cut up rough on their private life, as long as they’ll have our (the viewers) attention and of course the possibility to win a million.

I fear reality and fiction will fuse together, and we’ll be unable to tell what a real life is. This might change the way people look at life, and the substance of an ordinary life will no longer be exiting to live. I’ll dare to proclaim that this statement is already a fact to some people, which also make good sense when you look at the increasing need of adventures and extreme experiences. You don’t have to look far if you want to talk to a person who either tried bungee jumping, parachute jumping, piercing or getting a tattoo. Today you could even say that these examples are every day experiences.

As a consumer, a parent and a future teacher I have to be very particular about my choices when it comes to modern media. I’ll have to use my common sense, and teach my own children and my future pupils how to be critical of technological inventions. Hopefully, they’re all born with a natural curiosity and I find it important to treat their curiosity with innovations of all kind, which might help them understand what real life is all about.

B: 

In the article “Big Brother er følelsesmæssig realisme” by Anne Jerslev, she has used the Danish Big Brother show as an example of which mechanisms come into operation on a reality-show.

The article states a clear definition of what a reality-show is; it is a carefully organized concept with a staged reality. Whether this reality is real or not depends on how you see it. Anne Jerslev argues that on one hand it is unreal, because the directors can choose not to tell the reality-show participants about important news in the world, e.g. Danish Big-Brother participants was not told about the 9/11 attack in 2001. On the other hand it is very real, because it is a fact that when you bring people together who don’t know each other, you never know how they will react.

These unknown and spontaneous reactions will often turn into a conflict, and conflicts are what a reality-show is all about. After a conflict there will be some emotional reactions and verbal reflections, which offer the viewers a glance of something authentic and non-scripted.

It is very important that reality-shows create an emotional realism, which again creates a relation between the show and the viewers. Anne Jerslev says it will make the viewers feel they are actually present on the show, although it is not even a live show.

The participants might be playing a part, but as long as they do it convincingly, and the viewers like them, they will be able to stay on the show. Anne Jerslev believes there is even a formula for authenticity on Big Brother: “I am on, and I show that I know that I am on, that means I am being me” 

Confession plays a great part in the Big Brother show. In a confession chair the participants have to answer many personal and intimate questions, almost a total exposure. When Danish female participant Jill won ½ a million Danish kroner, more than 70 % of the viewers had voted for her. Her luck might have connected with a horrible truth. Jill revealed that she had actually been raped in the past. What made her reveal this accident to the other participants and all the viewers is not possible to tell. Perhaps she felt weak and vulnerable, or perhaps she has a cunning character. Whatever it was, she accomplished to show a bit of who she is.

� The Independent Television Commission


� The Broadcasting Standards Commission


�”The Puplic’s View”, Text 9 in Forberedelsesmateriale, Lærereksamen2004, engelsk


� Translated from line 54
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